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□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12 4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/br 55 3) ' 
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1 . The document US-A-2002/0070292 was not cited in the international search report A 
copy of the document is appended hereto. 



2. The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT for the following 
reasons: *"* 

2.1 From US-A-5 961 049, in particular column 6, lines 17-37 and figure 6, a device for 
ejecting foam from a shower head with controlled soap dosage is known wherein 
there is provided 

means 1 50, 1 80 to mix the water for the shower, already at the desired temperature 
with air (see column 6, lines 25, 26) and 

a predetermined amount of soap, soap foam, shampoo or the like (see column 6 
lines 31-34), 

in order to form a thick, uniform foam directly ejected from the shower head. 

2.2 Furthermore, the subject-matter of claim 1 is also known from US-A-2 891 913 see 
in particular means 22, 23. 

2.3 Thus all features of claim 1 are already known from US-A-5 961 049 and US-A-2 891 
91 3. 



3. Dependent claims 2-7, 1 0 and 1 1 do not contain any features which, in combination 
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT 
in respect of novelty and/or inventive step, see the documents and the correspond.no 
passages cited in the search report. 

The dependent claims 8, 9 and 12-28 contain a multiplicity of features which relate to 
different embodiments of the subject-matter of claim 1 , which appear not inventive. 

4. Furthermore, even if the designation of claim 1 would be amended to: "a device for 
supplying foam to a shower head ..." or a device for supplying foam by means of a 
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pipe to a shower head such an amended claim would not fulfill the PCT- 
requirements, as such a device is known from US-A-2 891 913 (see in particular 
figure 1, device 10, shower head 15) respectively suggested by US-A-2002/0070292 
(see in particular figure 1, device 10, shower head 102). 
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